
One of the missions of the Executive Board of 2013 is to increase the profile of the 

Friends in the  community. ñBrandingò is the word being used as plans are formed for 

a brochure,  bookmark, website, Facebook page,  and various other possibilities.  

Other members of the Executive Board are Standing Committee Chairs: Book Sale, 

Judy Gordon; Communications, Dorothy Creswell and Melanie Schulze; Yearbook, 

Donna Laux; Volunteer Hours, Ruth Felker; Newsletter, Jennifer Silbaugh, Publicity, 

Kathleen Sanchez, and Past Presidents, Fred and Colleen Willard.   Margaret Brazle 

is the Sorting Group Liaison.  

New Executive Committee Officers Plan for Another Productive Year  

Reminders:  

¶ Pick up your yearbooks 
at the Book Store.  
(Dues must be paid 
prior.) 

¶ If you havenôt ordered a 
Friendsô shirt and want 
one, contact Sue Dean. 
830.620.4334 
sdean50@satx.rr.com 

¶ Please turn in your    
volunteer hours at the 
end of each monthð
either in the  Book Store 
or to Ruth Felker.  

FRIENDS   
of the  

New Braunfels Public Library, Inc.  
 

SAVE THESE DATES!  

FRIENDS meeting dates:  

NB Library Meeting Room 

¶ Sat. May 18 .. 10:00 am 

¶ Sat Sept. 21...10:00 am 

Christ Presbyterian Church 

¶ Sat. Dec. 14 .. 10:00 am 

Come for refreshments @ 9:45 

 

From left: Secretary Carmen Horn , 2nd Vice President (Book Store) Sandy Slattery , Co-

Presidents Susie Waters  and Nancy Serebrenik , 1st Vice President (Membership) Sue Dean , 

and Treasurer Dave Dean .  

2013 Book Sale Dates  

Tues.   Oct.15  Set Up 

Wed.    Oct.16  Set Up 

Thurs.  Oct. 17  Preview Night 

Fri.       Oct. 18  Book Sale 

Sat.      Oct. 19  Book Sale 
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Dear Friends, 

We know you will be as excited about our newsletter as we are and as grateful to the editor, Jenni-

fer Silbaugh. 

This year we plan to ñbrandò the Friends so the whole town knows who we are and how much our 

volunteers do to bring programs for children, teens and adults to their doorstep. 

Watch for our logo on new signs and merchandise, and remind your friends that their membership 

dues, as well as their purchases of books from the book store and book sales, fund concerts, 

classes, databases, and programs that the library could not otherwise provide. 

Also, our wonderful library director Gretchen Pruett wants the Friends to consider participating in 

some of this yearôs programs, such as the American Girl activities and the Robotics teams. She 

feels we would get a real boost from joining in the fun. Please watch for requests for volunteers in 

the coming newsletters 

Nancy Serebrenik and Susie Waters 

   Volunteer Chairwomen Ruth 

Felker reported that 188 volunteers  

generous with their time and talents 

for the Friends  accumulated 7,143 

hours in 2012.   Those with over 200 

hours are: 

Sharon Meppen    328 

Jeanine Watrous    315        

Janet Brandt .  287.5 

Craig Meppen .  285 

Bill Morgan   271.5 

Sandy Slattery     268 

Colleen Willard    242 

Nancy Ament       238.5 

Ruth Felker           237.5 

2012 Volunteer Hours  

 However, our proud library is able 

to do so much  more than tax 

money  supports because of  you, 

Dear FRIEND!   

  It starts with volunteering.  You 

volunteer to join and pay your dues, 

and this year thirty-nine singles or 

couples volunteered to pay $15 

more to be patrons.  These monies 

are used to run the organization 

(year books, meeting expenses, 

volunteer tea, etc.) 

 

  It picks up steam with the many 

volunteer hours put in to the 

Book Store and for the Book 

Sale.  Last year these two con-

tributed $29,312.75 and 

$23,950.51 respectively to the  

money that the Friends use to 

fund  the many, many activities  

that make The New Braunfels 

Public Library the envy of many 

other public libraries in the area.  

It is All About Volunteering!  

  New Braunfels Public Library is 

a beautiful facility:  

¶ well-staffed with well-

qualified , friendly personnel,  

¶ a huge variety of reading 

material for all ages,  

¶ Computers  and places for 

personal computer use 

¶ And the list goes on;.   

Co-Presidentsô Letter 
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Volunteers are the 

only human beings on 

the face of the earth 

who  reflect this 

nationôs compassion, 

unselfish caring, 

patience, and just 

plain loving one 

another.                      

ðErma Bombeck  

  Many others volunteered  hours in 

the three digits, but every hour helps.   

Maybe 2014 will be a year of 10,000 

plus donated hours!    January al-

ready had a total of 500.5  hours re-

ported.   

    Your hours cannot be counted if 

you donôt turn them in!  PLEASE  turn 

all of your hours in  even if you think it 

doesnôt matter.  IT MATTERS!  One 

hour at a time, these hours get things 

done. Also when it comes time to 

apply for grants, these hours are very 

valuable  

* From 2000 to 2012 a total of 67,720 

hours have been donated!   



¶ April 20,  12 pm Minecraft  for teens at 1:00 Westside.  Set 

up before and help with sign-in. 

¶ May 1,  9 am  Dr. Seuss for preschoolers at 10:00 Westside. 

Help setting up chairs and crafts. Dr. Seuss performer and 

several schools and Head Start might come as a field trip. 

¶ May 5, Sunday 12:30-4:00 American Girl fun and games 

Westside. Set up, sign-in, take down, and help with event 

¶ May 18, Sat. 12-3 CSI for Kids at 1:00 Westside. Help set-

ting up a (fake!) crime scene for our young investigators, 

who have been studying forensics. Need witnesses and 

suspects in the crime! 

¶ June 1 Sat. probably all day. PIRATE THEMED SUMMER 

READING KICKOFF. Need help with set up, serving grog 

and food, and help with kidsô activities. Outdoors and on 

your feet, but fun! Giant cardboard pirate ship and fort, pirate 

impersonators. (aar!)       

FRIENDSô CHILDRENôS BOOK SALE THIS DAY! 

¶ Kit Ward-Crixell, Librarian-Youth Services has big, creative 

plans, and she needs help!  If you see something that strikes 

your fancy, please let her know that you will help.   

¶ Crafty helpðcutting out items for kidsô crafts and/or decora-

tions, making sample crafts.    

¶ Week of March 4ðpuppet show and LEGO program 

¶ Week of April 8ð  Earth Week crafts 

¶ Week of April 26 ð American Girl program 

¶ Last two weeks of May ð summer reading kickoff 

¶ Sewing helpðany time in May (fabric donations to make pirate 

skirts or pantaloons needed) 

 

¶ Help with specific programs  

¶ March 12,  2:00 pm. Puppet show 3:00 at Westside. In-

doors, but  help with chairs and stage needed. 

Want to have FUN?        YOU are Needed!  

Volunteer Appreciation Tea  
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Volunteers are paid in 

six figures é  

S-M-I-L-E-S.   

-Gayla LaMaire  

  The Friends of the New Braunfels Public Library, Inc. 

held the 2012 Volunteer Appreciation Tea at the His-

toric Hagler House on November 18.  

 In 1928 a group of twenty citizens convened in the 

home of Dr. Menan and Ella Hagler to draft a constitu-

tion and bylaws for the first public library.  A room in 

the Hagler home, outfitted with book shelves, tables 

and chairs, was designated to be open to the public 

on Monday and Friday afternoons.  The home is now 

owned by Jeff and Denise Mund who graciously al-

lowed the Friends to hold the tea there.   



Paws for Reading  

Your Volunteer Hours = $$$ to donate to the New Braunfels Public Library  

New Childrenôs Library Dedicated 

Library Director Gretchen Pruett is shown presenting the dedication plaque to Mayor Gale Pospisil 

(also a Friend member) for the Early Learning Stations provided with funds from the FRIENDS.   

Fiction Book Club  

Other library services and programs supported 

by the FRIENDS: 

¶ Database subscriptions pilot programs 

¶ Film licenses for children and classics 

¶ Adult programs 

¶ Teen and childrenôs summer reading pro-

grams 

¶ Childrenôs programs and field trips 

¶ Book Store  

¶ Some test software products 
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Invest in the Youth ðInvest in the Future  

LEGO League  

Thanks to the support of the Friends of the New Braunfels Public Library, Inc.  Kids participate for 

FREE! In this worldwide competition for kids age 9-14.  Teams- build autonomous robots with LEGO 

pieces to complete missions on a special field.  Coaching is all provided by volunteers.  Call Kit at  

830-221-4319 if you want to get involved with this much fun!  

Stuffed Animal Sleep -Over in the Library!   
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HOW BEAUTIFUL A DAY CAN BE WHEN FRIENDSHIP TOUCHES IT. - Unknown  

Bits and Pieces  

 

www.nbpl.lib.tx.us 

700 East Common St. 

New Braunfels, TX 78130 

830-221-4300 

Book Discussion Groups ðNew 

Braunfels Public Library Meeting 

Room:  

MYSTERY ï3rd Thurs. @ 3 pm 

Mar 21: �7�K�H���'�H�Y�L�O�¶�V���6�W�D�U��  Jo Nesbo 

 

Apr 18: Various Haunts of Men,  Susan Hill 

 

May 16: Judas Goat,   Robert B. Parker 

FICTION ï 2ND Wed. @ 1:30 pm 

Mar 13: People of the Book, Geraldine 

Brooks 

Apr. 10: Cry the Beloved Country, Alan    

Paton 

FRIENDS Facebook will soon be UP!  

Check it out and ñFriendò us.   

Thanks to Georgia Ruiz.   

CHILDRENôS BOOK 

SALE!  JUNE 1ST 

BRANDING! We know who we are, what we do, and how rewarding 

and fun it is to belong.  But does your neighbor? Your co-worker? 

The person sitting next to you at the library?  When you are volun-

teering at our various activities or for the library, do those whom you 

are helping know you are a Friend?  Are you wearing our shirt?  

It is not about bragging; it is about branding.  Let others know what 

we do and encourage them to join us.  The more, the better!  

Support the Friendsô Bookstore! 

¶ Bring in books, magazines, DVDs, VCRs. 

¶ Watch for specials! 
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